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Meeting
Mineral enthusiasts are invited 
to attend meetings of the 
Queensland Mineralogical 
Society held at QUT on the last 
Monday of each month. For 
more information visit www.
mineral.org.au or phone Dr 
Theo Kloprogge on 07 3138 
2184.
A close shave 
Working with engineers can 
cause hair loss – but only when 
it’s for a good cause. As part 
of the ‘world’s greatest shave’ 
campaign to raise funds for 
the Leukemia Foundation, 
staff from the Faculty of Built 
Environment and Engineering 
took on the challenge of having 
their hair shaved or brightly 
coloured and raised more than 
$1000.
Rock enrol
QUT students are being 
urged to have their voice 
heard by enrolling to vote. 
A catchy campaign initiated 
by the Australian Electoral 
Commission called Rock 
Enrol is being supported by 
some of Australia’s biggest 
music groups as well as QUT’s 
Student Guild. More than 200 
students enrolled to vote or 
changed their address at last 
month’s campus market days. 
For more information visit  
www.rockenrol.com.au or www.
aec.gov.au. Enrolment forms 
can be found at the Student 
Guild offi ce or post offi ce.
Addicted to mobile phones
The average Australian spends 
one hour on his or her mobile 
phone every day, according 
to the preliminary results of 
a national survey released 
by QUT consumer behaviour 
expert Diana James. The survey 
found one in fi ve Australians 
is potentially addicted to their 
mobiles. More than 2500 
phone owners completed the 
online survey, which focused 
on the psychological, fi nancial 
and social impact of the use 
of mobile phones. Twenty-
two per cent of these people 
considered themselves to be 
heavy or very heavy users and 
8 per cent had experienced 
monthly bills over $500.
QUT
Printery
Digital
Printing Service
As the University’s provider of
bulk print work such as lecture
notes and readings, QUT
Printery also caters for other
print needs where many
copies are required, including:
brochures*
newsletters*
business cards*
invitations*
reports
training manuals
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* QUT materials should be designed
through QUT’s Publications Unit.
direct mailings
conference proceedings and
programs
CD and DVD duplication
More information
To find out more please contact
the friendly QUT Printery staff by
phoning 3138 4248 , emailing
printingservices@qut.edu.au or
visiting our website at
www.qps.qut.edu.au/printery
Early childhood
PARENTS are their children’s most important 
maths teacher’s because they lay the groundwork 
for  f uture  mathemat ica l  lear n ing  and 
understanding in everyday conversations with 
their children.
QUT early childhood mathematics lecturer and 
researcher Bronwyn Ewing said early mathematics 
understanding came through language and social 
interaction.
“In early childhood, children start to acquire 
language concepts with mathematical concepts 
embedded in that language,” Ms Ewing said.
“Children learn basic mathematical concepts 
such as size, temperature, space, length and 
time by using language that connects with their 
practical experience of  these concepts.
“An understanding of  common words of  
comparison such as over, under, big, small, tall, 
short, slow, fast, near, far, hot and cold gives children 
the tools for thinking about, investigating and 
communicating mathematical ideas.
“If  children are provided with opportunities 
to talk mathematically, then they can enter 
mathematical conversations which will enhance 
their learning.”
Ms Ewing said parents should look for everyday 
opportunities and interactions to build these 
words into conversation and thus enrich their 
conversations with their children.
“For example, they can ask their child or 
describe for their child what they are doing as 
they go in and come out of  their cubby or getting 
on or off  the ferry,” Ms Ewing said.
“They can ask a child to show them their little 
truck and their big truck or ask them which object 
is bigger. This is one way they learn comparative 
language which leads to an understanding of  the 
measurement of  mass.
“These words form the foundation for future 
construction and understanding of  mathematical 
concepts and are more eff ective than trying to 
teach a young child 1 + 1=2.”
Parents who are aware of  “mathematical 
opportunities” in everyday encounters will enrich 
their conversations with their children and enhance 
their child’s mathematical understanding,” Ms 
Ewing said.
“The experiences children have in their fi rst 
fi ve years signifi cantly aff ect what they learn in 
later years.
“If  children are not supported with practice, 
social interaction and play when they are 
developing mathematical concepts, it can be more 
diffi  cult for them to learn and make connections 
with formal mathematics later on.”
- Niki Widdowson
Parents are our fi rst 
maths teachers
A QUT student’s project to develop 
a database on the Department of  
Emergency Services intranet was 
honoured at a function at Gardens 
Point on March 23.
M a s t e r  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n 
Technology student Dongbo Li 
is the 500th student to complete an 
industry-based project via CEED 
Program Qld.
The CEED Program places 
students into industry-based 
education and training projects 
as  par t  of  their  f inal -year 
undergraduate or postgraduate 
studies.
Program director Graham 
Willett  said CEED al lowed 
industry and government to 
undertake commercial research, 
d e ve l o p m e n t  o r  p r o c e s s 
improvement in areas where 
they lacked available resources 
or staff .
Students in engineering, IT, 
business, maths and science are 
recruited from QUT, the University 
of  Queensland and University of  
Southern Queensland for projects 
each semester.
Mr Li said participating in 
the CEED program helped him 
learn something about working 
with people across  a  large 
organisation.
“It gave me some very valuable 
industry experience,” he said.
- Carmen Myler
Bronwyn Ewing: parents 
teach their children 
mathematical concepts 
through conversation 
with them.
Student project marks 
major milestone
